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The need to overcome capitalism 

The current problems that surround us today destroy and threaten our basics of life. It 

is therefore time to replace the main cause of these existential threats, the capitalist 

economy, by a new, better economic and social system.  

Capitalism has no future and creates no future. Despite its benefits, it is a 

cannibalistic system and cannot be reformed. The hands of the capitalist state are 

tied by its guarantee of ownership and the market domination. It helplessly watches 

the accumulations of crises. With its politics of symptoms and symbols, it only 

scratches the surface and merely assumes the function of a street sweeper. 

Piecework and a politics of symbols are no longer enough. In order to achieve our 

goals in environment, justice, peace, economy and health  and to create decent 

working and living conditions, we need fundamental systemic reforms and a change 

in the consciousness of the population. 

The following seems certain, as Jean Ziegler (UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to 

Food)1 points out: Either capitalism destroys us, or we destroy capitalism. 

What are today's problems? 

Today's existential threats include unbearable working and living conditions, 

enormous unemployment, especially among young people, the scandalous gulf 

between rich and poor, the division and precarization of the working and living world, 

the drastic housing shortage, the elbow mentality and isolation, the enormous power 

of corporations, the constant economic and financial crises and the ongoing trade 

wars, the dangerous worldwide debt explosion, the decay of the public infrastructure, 

the growing regional inequality, the misery and hunger in the poorer countries, the 

oppression of women, the plundering of nature, the cruelty to animals, the huge 

waste, the extensive poisoning by industrial foodstuffs, the constant wars of 

aggression by NATO against international law, the Neo-Nazi tendencies and last but 

not least the destruction of species, the littering and acidification of our seas and the 

dangerous increasing climatic catastrophes. 

The capitalist system killed almost 60 million people in the Second World War. 

Today, this economy kills more than 60 million children, women and men in one year, 

not six years. This economic system is a crime against humanity and should be 

abolished. 

How ist capitalism assessed? 

Despite the many existential threats and destructions caused by capitalism, only a 

few want to overcome capitalism. 

The capital owners, the politically privileged and their representatives, the 

neoclassics want more and not less capitalism. From their point of view capitalism 
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lives eternally because it is supposed to be the best economic system, because 

socialism has failed so far, because there are no better alternatives in sight and 

because capitalism brings prosperity for all. 

The middle class, some capitalists and their representatives, the Keynesians, see the 

problems and crises capitalism creates. However, they want to preserve the capitalist 

system, tame it and create good, socially and environmentally compatible capitalism 

by means oft he state. For them, capitalism is flexible, capable of change and 

development. Therefore it does not need to be blown up, but only further developed.  

Many wage earners and their representatives, the Marxists, are committed to the 

dissolution of capitalism and the construction of a better, post-capitalist society. For 

them, capitalism is the main root of the current threats, which they believe can only 

be addressed by building a peaceful, supportive, needs-based and environmentally 

friendly alternative society. 

Why is capitalism an outdated model? 

Well said, but how do we overcome capitalism? Many have tried to do so in the past 

and capitalism is still alive. Even the great world economic crisis of 1929 that 

triggered the Second World War did not lead to the dissolution of capitalism. 

But like every economic and social system capitalism is born and will eventually die. 

The time of its death – though – ist uncertain. Estimates range from 50 to 500 years.2 

Futurologists name the following material reasons for the end of capitalism: 

1) The dissolution of price and market caused by new technologies, reducing the 

costs even further. If the products no longer have their prices, the market system fails 

and with it capitalism. Others name3 

2. the progressive destruction of the environment, 

3. the end of natural raw materials,  

4. the lack of demand, 

5. the exploding unemployment , 

6. the shrinking profit and the falling profit rate, 

7. massive economic and financial crises that are coming our way, 

8. the increasing power of corporations, 

9. the seizure of power by the rentiers4, who skim off the entire profit, 

10. the failure of the self-healing forces of the market, and 

11. the weakening of dynamic enterprise activity. 

For these material reasons, unbearable economic, social and ecological situations 

arise according to those futurologists. This increases impoverishment, lowers 

approval of capitalism, increases social tensions and struggles, and increases the 

willingness of the general population to build a better alternative society. 
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Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels name four factors of causing the end of capitalism: 

1. intolerable economic, social and ecological grievances, which trigger increasing 

dissatisfaction among the people, 

2. further technical and organizational developments that enable and advance the 

overcoming of the market, 

3. the superiority of the alternative future society and as a decisive force and 

4. the revolutionary class struggle of the wage earners. 

 

What follows capitalism? 

The left wants a just, climate-friendly, environmentally friendly, solidary, peaceful and 

democratic society. They call this society, like the German SPD, democratic 

socialism. But what does socialism mean? 

Marx and Engels already dealt with the concept of socialism and rejected it, because 

in practice variants of reactionary (feudal, petty bourgeois, true), utopian and 

bourgeois socialism dominate. They all design, like utopian socialism, sandbox 

games without practical relevance, or proposals how the good should replace the 

bad capitalism.  

Marx and Engels did not focus on taming capitalism, but on liberating it from its 

economic, social, personal and ecological damages and thus on building a post-

capitalist society. For this society they preferred the term "communism", which means 

as much as common solidary society and economy. In this future society the workers 

are to take over the enterprises on the basis of the existing possibilities, the individual 

development possibilities are to be extended by a radical reduction of working hours, 

consumption is to be regulated according to the needs, the market is to be replaced 

by a democratic coordination and the economy is to be regulated in order to spare 

climate, environment and health.  

Today, it is not Marxism that dominates the left-wing scene, but left-keynesianism as 

the current form of bourgeois socialism and thus the preservation of the system.  

Leftkeynesians do not want self-empowerment in the companies, but extended 

participation, with the participation of the trade unions, the environmental and social 

associations and the state. They want to preserve the current political system, 

parliamentarism, private ownership of means of production and the market. State and 

cooperative ownership should complement entrepreneurial private ownership. With 

the support of civil society, the state should eliminate the evils of the private sector 

and the market, and the state should accomplish all sorts of miracles that the market 

cannot achieve: such as social justice, humane working conditions, full employment, 

the resolution of economic and financial crises and wars, solidarity within companies 

and on the markets, and the protection of the climate, the environment and health. 

Their economic model is market socialism5, in which – as they believe - capitalist 

evils no longer exist. 
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What is to be thought of market socialism? 

For me, market socialism is not a progressive, forward-looking institution, but an 

economic system that leads back to capitalism. In market socialism, the hierarchical 

structures in the companies remain intact, the pressure of competition in the markets 

forces the companies to continue to focus on profit and, as in the past, the unworthy 

working and living conditions and a deep gap between rich and poor prevail due to 

private property and profit pressure. 

Parliamentarism, which the Leftkeynesians support, also has little to do with 

democracy. It emerged as a  capitalist form of government to overcome feudalism 

and was developed to keep the majority of the population away from state power 

under the façade of democracy. 

Democracy means rule of the people by the people and for the people. Democracy 

means self-government of the population. In parliamentarism, it is not the people who 

rule, but a small minority. The participation of the population is limited to elections, 

otherwise the people have nothing to say.  

Instead, capital determines the political guidelines and tells the government what to 

do and what not to do. Capital owners assert their interests in politics through 

lobbying, through a tight network, through close interlocking of personnel, through its 

enormous economic and monetary power and through the introduction of legal texts. 

The fund company Blackrock alone has more than 6 trillion dollars at its disposal, 

almost double the amount of German economic output with which it can make politics 

submissive.  

Due to he one-sided balance of power in capitalism for Marx and Engels the state 

was not a presenter of the common good but an agent of capital. 

Many leftists believe we need a new strategy. But this strategy must not lead back to 

adapted social democracy, but must point the way to a new, alternative future 

society. 

If we want a democratic society, a society for and through the population, there is no 

way around direct democracy. Only then it will be no longer the minority that rules, 

but the majority of the population. And it is only here that all people participate in the 

decisions that arise in everyday life, in politics and in business. 

With the expansion of direct democracy the rule of capital is abolished at the same 

time. If the people are given power in all spheres of life, they will be able to abolish 

the power of the minority and overcome the capitalist power structures. 

I call this way of overcoming capitalism a direct democratic transition to communism. 

It is necessary that direct democracy is carried out in all areas of life. It begins with 

direct democracy in daycare centers and in schools, focuses on the self-

determination of the workers in factories, includes the democratization of  

municipalities and the military, and ends with direct democracy in retirement homes. 
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In this path of comprehensive direct democracy, the population acquires democratic 

skills and abilities and, through their acquired democratic behavior, prevents a small 

elite from asserting itself in the new society, as in real socialism, and from controlling 

and oppressing the general population. Democracy is a learning process. And those 

who renounce this learning process cultivate and create a society of servants and 

obedient people.  

A central lever of collective self-determination is the suppression of the market by 

democratic economic planning. Only through a macroeconomic democratic economic 

coordination can the profit system and the competitive pressure of the market be 

abolished and replaced by a need-oriented economic system. Democratic economic 

planning means that the population decides which economic plan is accepted and 

implemented. Into these plans the ideas of the enterprises and municipalities find 

their way and the plans can be adapted at any time to new basic data. In the event of 

over- and undersupply, communication and information technology (digitalisation) 

can be used to speed up the adaptation process.  

Digitalisation enables economic plans to capture all the necessary data, to be flexible 

and to respond to production and the needs of the population. Applied in this way, 

digitalisation is a pioneer of the new society.7 

Market-based methods of economic coordination still dominate today. In the age of 

direct democracy and digitalisation, I predict that democratic planning and 

coordination will be more efficient than the market and will increasingly prevail. 

 

How can we overcome capitalism with direct democracy? 

Capital will not simply give up its privileges and experience shows that it will defend 

its rule with all peaceful and violent means. At the same time there are many illusions 

in the population that capitalism can go on forever and that the many social, 

economic and ecological problems can be solved with the help of the state.  

On the other hand, the constant existential threats lead to ongoing protests, which 

demand more political influence and at the same time sharpen the political 

consciousness of the population.  

A current example is the yellow vests movement in France, which fights for a change 

of power relations and the introduction of direct democracy. In Germany, too, there is 

a group for more political participation in the form of the association "Mehr 

Demokratie" (More Democracy).  

What we need is a strong party and a strong social movement for comprehensive 

direct democracy. In their struggles, they must demand democratic schools, 

democratic communities, democratic enterprises, democratic military institutions and 

democratic media, build and support appropriate networks, involve the trade unions 

in this struggle and carry out general public relations work for direct democracy. 

What as well is needed is a comprehensive alliance policy for solidarity and 

cooperative economic forms. There is already a movement in the world for a 
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solidarity-based economy and for a common good economy.8 With these, alliances 

are to be formed and the overcoming of capitalism advanced.  

A direct-democratic workers‘ party is indispensable for overcoming capitalism, 

because only such a party sustainably advance the struggle for system change. 

Whoever wants to do without the common party, as do groups in the alternative 

scene, underestimates the repressive politics of capital and is on the list of losers 

right from the beginning.  

 

Previous solidarity and protest movements got stuck in the niche and anger realms, 

were pinched by capitalism and forced to adapt by capitalist constraints.9 An essential 

reason for this attitude of adaptation is the lack of an alternative system that 

convinces and inspires. 

If I have a bad picture of socialism based on my experiences of real socialism, if I 

associate it with oppression, lack, hunger and need, a new socialism or communism 

will only convince me if I can expect a good life from it. Wage earners are perfectly 

capable of changing their behaviour if they recognise the cause of the threats and 

hope that socialism or communism will improve their lives.  However, empty promises 

are not enough. In the past, these promises have often led to misfortune. What is 

required is a well thought-out and convincing concept for the future. 

The power and oppression of capital is broken at the moment when the socialist 

parties as organizational force consistently go the direct-democratic way, the direct-

democratic movement achieves partial success after the other, the police and the 

military support the direct-democratic struggle and the rulers argue with each other  

and become unable to govern. 

 

What could a better life beyond capitalism look like? 

Since after capitalism we no longer have a profit and market economy, companies 

and natural resources belong to the community, and direct democracy is enforced in 

all areas of life, life no longer follows profit but our needs. Employment is reduced to 

a few hours a week and in our free time we can do what we enjoy.  

With the market economy, the money economy also disappears in the long run. The 

goods are free to be maintained and everyone can shape his life free of money 

worries. Poverty, homelessness, hunger and misery have disappeared. With the 

abandonment of money there are no more financial speculations and everything 

concentrates on the wellfare of the community. 

As we shape the economy according to our desires, adapt supply to demand, 

economic crises disappear. There is no longer any unemployment and redundancies 

are offset by reductions in working hours. 

We pursue consistent climate and environmental protection through a closed-loop 

economy in which goods are used and reused as long as possible, waste of goods is 

eliminated and waste is avoided as far as possible. Furthermore, we protect the 
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environment by converting to decentralised, renewable energies, by pursuing a policy 

of zero growth, by using climate-friendly transport, by committing ourselves to life 

cycle assessments and by adopting an ecologically oriented approach to business. 

We abolish cruelty to animals by keeping animals in a manner appropriate to their 

species. 

The economy is internally oriented with a focus on food sovereignty and regionality. 

Useless work is abolished. In the enterprises humane working conditions prevail. 

Foreign trade is conducted according to fair, sustainable principles. An important goal 

of foreign trade relations is the abolition of hunger and poverty in poorer countries. 

A fair distribution of income takes place through a narrow income margin of a 

maximum of 1:6, through the abolition of property income and in the long term 

through the abolition of money. As long as money still exists, a directly democratically 

organized central bank regulates the supply of money. Commercial banks are 

abolished, and thus their arbitrary credit-related money creation.  

In order to abolish the waste of labour by the many taxes and by the multitude of tax 

advisors and tax offices and to make possible the transparency of the tax burden and 

the state revenues, the state raises only one tax, the value-added tax. This tax is 

levied on the value added by companies. All other taxes are dropped. 

Contrary to pacifist ideas, peace policy will initially maintain arms production. In the 

capitalist environment it serves defence. Arms exports are abolished.  In the long 

term, with the spread of communist societies, arms production will be discontinued 

and replaced by civil defence. 

In terms of women's politics, equality between women and men is at the forefront, 

although the emancipation struggle of women will also be necessary in socialism 

because men are reluctant to renounce their prerogatives. 

 

Summary 

The proposed direct-democratic transformation path will not run smoothly. The 

obstacles are enormous and the struggles will be accompanied by many setbacks. 

But it is the only promising path by which we are capable of eliminating the current 

existential threats. 

The left-wing parties must, if they do not want to drawn in  the taming of capitalism, 

leave their parliamentary and system-conform path and take the direct-democratic, 

revolutionary path. All power to the citizens, that was already the demand of the left 

in Marx's time. Only when the wage earners have freed themselves from their lack of 

possession and gagging, can they plan, organize and decide together, only then can 

we speak of a good, self-determined life. Only the struggle for a direct democracy 

leads to the rule of the people. And only with this struggle can we build a better 

society. Friedrich Engels has already warned against a coup by a few10 because it 

does not lead to democratic conditions. 

At the same time, it is the task of the left to develop a well-founded alternative society 

that fascinates and gives people hope and confidence. Since climate catastrophes do 
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not wait until the turnaround is reached, a communist policy today already consists of 

a consistent climate protection policy. 

I do not offer a patent recipe, but would like to use my remarks to initiate 

comprehensive discussions about a problem-solving future and a communist 

transformation strategy. If we do not want to end up in the dark ages, we cannot 

avoid overcoming capitalism.  
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